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Special status to Jammu and Kashmir

President Ram Nath Kovind declared abrogation of the provisions of Arti-
cle 370 of the Constitution, which gave special status to Jammu and Kash-
mir. The move came after both Houses of Parliament passed a resolution
in this regard.

The government decision to do away with Article 370 and bifurcate Jammu
and Kashmir into two Union Territories of J&K and Ladakh was ratified by
Parliament after Lok Sabha gave its go-ahead, clearing the Jammu and
Kashmir Reorganisation Bill 2019, with an overwhelming majority of 351-
72 and a resolution taking away the special status.

Hailing the passage of bills on Jammu and Kashmir in Parliament as a "momentous occasion" in parliamentary
democracy, PM Modi said a new dawn awaits the people there as they are now free from the "shackles" of vest-
ed interest groups. Modi said the passage of key bills was a fitting tribute to Sardar Patel, who worked for India's
unity, to BR Ambedkar, whose views are well known, and Dr SP Mookerjee, who devoted his life for India's unity
and integrity. These steps will bring the youth into the mainstream and give them innumerable opportunities to
showcase their skills and talents, he said, adding that local infrastructure will significantly improve.

The decision to scrap Article 370 will bring investment and development in Jammu, Ladakh and Kashmir.

New Bill in Indian Parliament Seeks to Amend Article 9
and Allow Dual Citizenship for Indian Diaspora

“Nearly 30 million Indians abroad make the largest diaspora in the world. Taking a foreign passport for the sake of con-

venience does not make them any less Indian,” said Congress MP Shashi Tharoor while introducing a bill in the Parlia-

ment, seeking to amend Article 9 of the Indian Constitution, so that foreign nationals of Indian origin can be granted dual
citizenship, a long-standing demand for and from the Indian diaspora.

In the regime of Prime Minister Narendra Modi, the OCI card has been pro-
moted fairly and the erstwhile prevailing misconceptions about it have been
mitigated to a greater extent. The OCl application process has been stream-
lined too. If the dual citizenship bill is approved, India-born foreign citizens
will be able to hold Indian passport which entitles Indian nationals to visa-
free entry to 25 countries and visa on arrival in 39 countries.

PASZPORT

Article 9 of the Constitution of India is a mandate for those who acquire
citizenship in foreign countries to renounce their Indian citizenship rights.
It is further complemented by the Indian Passport Act, which does not al-
low overseas Indians to hold an Indian passport after acquiring foreign citizenship. Rather, foreign nationals of Indian
origin may incur a penalty of up to $1050 for holding the Indian passport.

The United States, the UAE and Saudi Arabia are home to over 7.5 million Indians in total, according to the UN World

Migration Report 2018. The Indian populace of Australia comprises of 620,000 as per the 2016 census. About 120,000
Indians acquired the citizenship of Australia in between 2013 and 2018. The United Kingdom alone is home to 1,451,862
people of Indian origin, according to the UN Census 2011.


https://www.indianeagle.com/travelbeats/visa-rules-for-indian-passport-holders/
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WMC German Province Executive Council Meeting held on 12" July 2019 at
Cologne followed by barbeque party ....




Ranni Unit celebrates Family Meet

Appeal....
Dear friends,

Kerala is going thru a difficult time. A
lot of our brothers and sisters need
our help. Let us roll up our sleeves and
commit to help the flood disaster vic-
tims. WMC members do have a long
history of moving into action at disas-
ter hit areas whether it was when tsu-
nami hit Kerala years back or during

the very bad flood disaster last year.

We have the resource, the will to help

and that is all it matters.

Requesting all WMC volunteers to be
part of the disaster recovery mission
and commit to help the victims of this ¢ Vavg
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unheard natural calamity.

Contact Us

WMC Global (World Malayalee Council)
Nandanam #1 Belhaven Gardens
Kowdiar, Trivandrum (555) 555-0123
Telephone: +91 77994261293

Email:

officeglobal.wmc@gmail.com

Visit us on the web at

www.world-malayalee.org

May the blessings of Allah fill your life with happiness
and open all doors of success
now and always




